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In 1934, Jim Braddock was a down and out journeyman boxer whose once promising career as a light heavyweight was
cruelly cut short by injuries to his hands. The New Yorker of English parentage had lost most of his previous twenty-one
bouts and been forced to quit. The Depression was beginning its darkest years and when work dried up on the docks,
Braddock was forced to take a string of dead end jobs and claim welfare to feed his young family.

Then came a visit from his old manager, asking if he wanted one more fight. Desperate for money, Braddock had no choice.
With the terrible injuries to his hands and a significant weight difference between himself and his opponents, he was
expected to lose heavily.

But against all the odds and to everybody’s amazement, Braddock won. He went on to beat the toughest opponents of his
career and four wins later, he was the heavyweight



